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Daar Sirs,

BPD IPT - Privacy International v S8FCA & others
| am wrtng 10 you on the subect of the transfer of bulk data by GCHQ 0 so-cafled indusiry portners’,

Th's issue has obta'ned Increased praminanca in th's litigation (n racent weeks. [n partizular, the ssua has
bacome the focus of a challenge ta tha efficacsy of tha oversignt undartaken oy the Commissioners,

My cents al GCHQ have for sormo Ume bean making .ntemal engJires in an otempt to provide more
speaficity as ‘o te tming, nature ard extant of any trans’er of bu'k data to industry pattners. Thesa matters
cleary pravide a critizal fagtual context to any crit¢lsm that may be made of the Commizsioress in this area.
Fot tha: reason, further enguiries have déen made since tha hoaring ast week. The purpose of ths leteris o
infarm you ef the pregress-and ostsome of those enguines

You will nave noled that soma weeks ago, on 28 Agril 2017, the Respanderts’ Respansa ta the Cialmant's
Reques! for Furthar Infermation daled 17 Febiuary was amanged. The amendment was io the responss 1o
Reques! 10, and indcaled thal cporetional ¢ata shared with industry parlnos "could It (hecry include EF5 /S
8Ly

This amendment was mada because investigations underaken by my cllants had cast coubst on whether any
bu'k data had ever in faci been transered o industny partnors (85 opposed 10 such cata belng shamee with
them whilst relained at GCHQ s premises) VWhat we can say af present is tha! m the petiod 2310-11 some
sampios of operational data that might have contained some sectan 54 dala were lransfered to Irdustry
part~ers. The possibility that samg such cata was included In the cperalional data $hal was trarsferred ansas
from the relevast resords, but it s not possible to be cerdain one way or tha cther besausa the samples Rava
ncw bean daleled,

In sunmary: (2] o BPD ke been ransfered o industy pardness in the pesied sines 2047 (8] in The 2arre
pericd $he only exampla of BCD peosaibly baing transfarred ta ingustry parrars (s the 2010011 samples cetalled
abave
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Wa thought it appropnaie townte this letier now in light of the urgensy with which the Commissiznars are being
askad fo respond b further questena on transfer  We will of eourse provics this infarmatian by way of witiess
evidenca In cua courss

Yours falthfully,
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